To effect the requisite nomenclatural changes.
Introduction
Lasiosiphon Fresen. (Thymelaeaceae) is a genus of subshrubs, shrubs or small trees from Africa and Madagascar (Wright 1915) . Lasiosiphon was only recently resurrected from the large, polyphyletic genus Gnidia L., largely based on the phylogenetic analyses of Beaumont et al. (2009) Manning & Boatwright 2013) , and the taxonomy of the species is still unclear. The genus has its centre of diversity in southern Africa, with approximately 29 species currently recorded from the region . Madagascar is also rich in Lasiosiphon species (Boatwright et al. 2017) , with 13 recognised in the taxonomic revision of Rogers (2009) . However, the number of species in tropical Africa remains unclear, with all of the species still placed within Gnidia.
During the study for a taxonomic revision of the genus Lasiosiphon, nomenclatural issues were encountered around Lasiosiphon microphyllus (Meisn.) Meisn. This species was described as Gnidia microphylla Meisn. (1841), based on a collection made by J.F. Drège (1794-1881) near the mouth of the Orange River in Northern Cape, South Africa. Although Meisner (1841) described the species as tetramerous, he later (Meisner 1857) transferred it to the otherwise pentamerous genus Lasiosiphon, and expanded its circumscription to include pentamerous specimens from the Karoo region of South Africa. Our review of the application of these names has led us to question this decision.
Materials and methods
Herbarium specimens were examined from BOL, NBG, PRE and SAM (acronyms following Thiers 2017), the primary holdings of southern African flora. These were compared with images of type specimens on JSTOR Global Plants (https://plants.jstor.org) and the NY Herbarium (http://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/vh/).
Background:
While working towards a taxonomic revision of the genus Lasiosiphon (Thymelaeaceae), it became clear that the current application of the name Lasiosiphon microphyllus did not correspond to the identity of the type material.
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Results
The name L. microphyllus is currently applied to a taxon that is widely distributed across the dry interior of South Africa (Bredenkamp 2013; Meisner 1857; Retief & Meyer 2017; Wright 1915 ). However, the type specimen collected by J.F. Drѐge (Drѐge 2976a) is from the Richtersveld near the northwestern border of South Africa (Figure 1) . The type differs significantly from collections from interior South Africa in its glabrous, ± membranous involucral bracts and in its tetramerous flowers with a shorter, glabrous hypanthium ± 5 mm long. In contrast, populations from interior South Africa have puberulous, papery involucral bracts and pentamerous flowers with a longer, hairy hypanthium ± 10.5 mm long. The current application of L. microphyllus to the pentamerous taxon from the interior is obviously incorrect, and the name should be restricted to populations from the northwest coast matching the type. These populations are currently known under the name Lasiosiphon suavissimus (Dinter) Domke. (Figure 1) , described from southern Namibia. Examination of the type of L. suavissimus confirms that it corresponds closely with the type of L. microphyllus, and we regard the two as representing the same taxon. As L. microphyllus is the earlier name, we apply it here to the tetramerous taxon from the Richtersveld and southern Namibia, reducing L. suavissimus into synonymy.
The pentamerous taxon from the South African interior is, therefore, currently without a name. Wright (1915) treated Gnidia kuntzei Gilg. as a synonym of L. microphyllus. The type specimen of G. kuntzei is pentamerous and was collected near Middelburg (Kuntze s.n.) in the dry interior (Figure 1 ). It shares all the diagnostic characters with other pentamerous populations from the South African interior currently included in L. microphyllus and is the oldest available name for this taxon. We reinstate it and provide the new combination L. kuntzei (Gilg.) R.Kolokoto & Magee.
Height above sea level
Over 1500 
